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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 

for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 

regards as the invention. Claim 1 1 claims "the ID card is provided with a deposit 

checking unit for checking an amount of a deposit of the participant". The specification 

discloses the deposit checking unit (70 in Fig. 1) is part of the ID card (20). The 

specification discloses in paragraph 64 (US Pub. 20040137977): "The ID card 20 is 

provided with a deposit checking unit 70 for checking the amount of deposit of the user. 

In the foregoing embodiment, the chips 28 are directly bet". It is not clear how the ID 

card with the deposit checking unit and the chips are used at the same time. The 

specification further states in paragraph 64 that "card games can be played in 

accordance with the checking results of the deposit checking unit 70 instead of the 

chips 28". Therefore the Examiner will interpret claim 11 as an independent claim, with 

the limitations of the card identification system and individual identification system as 

claimed in claims 1 and 10, wherein the ID card is used as a credit meter instead of the 

chips. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Soltys 
etal. (US 6,460,848). 



1 . A game management system for managing a game, which is played on a 
game table and employs a plurality of cards and a plurality of chips, the game 
management system (Fig. 1) comprising: 

card identification information recording means for recording card identification 
information for identifying each of the plurality of cards (card verification 62 in Fig. 3), 
the card identification information recording means being provided with each of the 
plurality of cards (cols. 6:25-8:25); 

chip identification information recording means for recording chip identification 
information for identifying each of the plurality of chips (58 in Fig. 3), the chip 
identification information recording means being provided with each of the plurality of 
chips (cols. 5:39-66, 6:25-42, 8:27-10:8); 
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first identification information detecting means for detecting the card identification 
information recorded on the card identification information recording means of each of 
the plurality of cards, the first identification information detecting means being provided 
with the game table (card verification system 62 detects the card identification 
information and records the information onto the CPU's 52 memory, col. 6:1-24, Fig. 3); 

second identification information detecting means for detecting the chip 
identification information recorded on the chip identification information recording means 
of each of the plurality of chips, the second identification information detecting means 
being provided with the game table (Chip monitor system 58 detects the chip 
identification information and records the information onto the CPU's 52 memory, col. 
6:1-24, Fig. 3); 

individual identifying means for acquiring personal information for identifying a 
participant in the game, the individual identifying means being provided with the game 
table (col. 22:35-37); and 

managing means for managing tracks and results of the game played on the 
game table in association with the personal information, which is acquired by the 
individual identifying means, based on the card identification information detected by the 
first identification information detecting means and the chip identification information 
detected by the second identification information detecting means (a software system 
350 manages the tracking and the results of the game played on the game table, col. 
12:34-55, Fig. 16). 
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2. The game management system according to claim 1 , wherein the tracks of 
the game include information concerning the cards at a beginning of the game and 
movement histories of the cards during the game, and the results of the game include 
information concerning the cards left at an end of the game (The play tracking system 
detects each new card being played on the table and stores play information, col. 22:13- 
33) 

3. The game management system according to claim 2, wherein the information 
on the cards at the beginning of the game includes kinds and a number of the cards 
remaining at the beginning of the game (Tracking system tracks cards on the play table 
in real-time, and thus tracks the cards at the beginning of the game, col. 22:10-33. 
Tracking system also identifies the rank and suit of the card, col. 22:21). 

4. The game management system according to claim 2, wherein the information 
concerning the cards remaining at the end of the game includes kinds and a number of 
the cards remaining at the end of the game (Tracking system tracks cards on the play 
table in real-time, and thus tracks the cards at the end of the game, col. 22:10-33). 

5. The game management system according to claim 1 , wherein the tracks of 
the game include information concerning the chips bet at a beginning of the game and a 
movement history of each of the chips during the game, and the results of the game 
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include information concerning the chips remaining at an end of the game (col. 11:10- 
12, 11:29-42, 17:9-18:44). 

6. The game management system according to claim 5, wherein the information 
concerning the chips bet at the beginning of the game includes kinds and a number of 
the chips bet at the beginning of the game (col. 11:10-12,11 :29-42, 17:9-1 8:44). 

7. The game management system according to claim 5, wherein the information 
concerning the chips remaining at the end of the game includes kinds and a number of 
the chips left at the end of the game (col. 11:10-12, 11:29-42, 17:9-18:44). 

8. The game management system according to claim 1, wherein the results of 
the game include a total amount of remaining money at an end of the game (tracking 
system can identify each individual chip a player has left at the end of the game, col. 
23:6-18). 

9. The game management system according to claim 1, wherein the managing 
means detects fraud of the game, which is committed by the participant identified by the 
personal information, based on the tracks and the results associated with the personal 
information (cols. 11:50-12:20, 12:39-67, 16:39-48). 
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10. The game management system according to claim 1, wherein the individual 
identifying means comprises: 

an ID card (col. 12:44-50) which records the personal information for identifying 
the participant in the game, the ID card being distributed to the participant identified by 
the personal information (ID card may include identifying information, such as name and 
address); and 

readout means for acquiring the personal information by reading out from the ID 
card (a magnetic stripe is used to read the card's information such as name, address, 
and/or a unique serial number), the readout means being provided with the game table 
(col. 22:35-42). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Soltys 
et al. (US 6,460,848) in view of Raven et al. (US 5,429,361) 

Soltys discloses discloses a deposit checking unit (64 in Fig. 3) and inputting a 
bet on the table game based on the amount of the deposit checked (col. 10:9-17). 
Soltys further discloses the ID is used to provide complimentary benefits for the players, 
by monitoring the player's activity (col. 22:44-49). However, Soltys does not specifically 
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state the ID card is provided with a deposit checking unit for checking an amount of a 
deposit of the participant. However in an analogous art to player monitoring systems, 
Raven discloses and ID card that is provided with a deposit checking unit for checking 
an amount of a deposit of the participant (col. 1 0:38-1 1 :62). The deposit checking unit 
allows the player to play the games without carrying large amount of game currency 
such as cash or chips in the correct denominations for each type of game the player 
wishes the play (col. 10:40-43). The deposit checking unit incorporated in the player's 
ID card also allows the casino to track the player's credit records using the ID card (col. 
1 1 :1 1-23). Therefore it would have been obvious to one in ordinary skilled in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Soltys game management system, and 
incorporate Raven's deposit checking unit in order to provide convenience of the player 
and to track player's credit records using the ID card. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jasson Yoo whose telephone number is (571)272-5563. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Olszewski Robert can be reached on (571)272-6788. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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